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Tuscarora  Nation  continues  to  wait  on  state  recognition  status 


Tuscarora  Nation  fights  for  state  recognition  status 


By  Patrick  Lloyd  |  April  30, 2019  at  8:12  PM  EDT  -  Updated  April  30  at  8:12  PM 

RALEIGH,  NC  (WMBF)  -  The  Tuscarora  Nation  of  North  Carolina  has  been  fighting  for  decades  to  receive 
state  recognition  as  a  Native  American  tribe  from  North  Carolina,  and  they’re  going  to  have  to  continue  to 
wait  for  the  foreseeable  future. 


The  North  Carolina  Commission  of  Indian  Affairs  Recognition  Committee  voted  in  a  hearing  Tuesday  to 
delay  a  vote  on  whether  to  recommend  state  recognition  to  the  North  Carolina  Commission  of  Indian 
Affairs. 


The  hearing  featured  several  members  of  the  Tuscarora  Nation  who  testified  about  the  history  of  the  tribe 
in  an  attempt  to  establish  enough  proof  the  tribe  deserves  state  recognition. 

Even  though  the  recognition  committee  didn’t  vote,  they  appeared  to  show  signs  of  indicating  that  they 
won’t  vote  to  recommend  recognition. 


Anita  Finger-Smith  is  the  genealogist  for  state  recognition  for  the  commission.  She  said  the  Tuscarora 
Nation  doesn’t  meet  one  of  the  main  criterion  to  qualify  for  state  recognition.  She  said  they  can’t  trace 
their  lineage  back  to  1790.  But  members  of  the  Tuscarora  Nation  said  that’s  not  true. 

“It’s  emotional,”  Tamra  Lowry  of  the  Tuscarora  Nation  of  North  Carolina  said.  “It’s  emotional,  but  we  have 
to  stand  our  ground.” 

The  Tuscarora  Nation  started  its  fight  to  receive  recognition  back  in  the  late  1970s.  Their  efforts  have 
failed  every  time. 

State  recognition  means  the  Tuscarora  Nation  would  have  access  to  apply  for  federal  and  state  money  that 
could  go  toward  education  or  housing. 


“This  is  another  tactic  of  the  state  commission,  the  North  Carolina  Commission  of  Indian  Affairs,”  Lowry 
said.  “Multiple  times,  they  have  said,  ‘Okay,  we’re  going  to  make  a  decision  or  we’re  going  to  make  a 
recommendation.’  We  get  there,  and  we’re  under  the  assumption  that  a  recommendation  is  going  to  be 
rendered  or  a  decision  is  going  to  be  made,  and  it’s  delayed...  again.” 

No  word  on  when  the  recognition  committee  will  make  their  decision. 

Copyright  2019  WMBF.  All  rights  reserved. 


3 


>i 


^  4  ,  V  Y  '  ~ 

LAW  ENFORCEMENT  ACROSS  NC  SUPPORT 

Attorney  General  Josh  Stein 

GENERAL 


1 


SKIP  AD 


[Photos]  Teen  Gets  Rid  of  His 
Dreadlocks  and  Here  Is  What 
They  Were  Hiding 


Sponsored  Stories 


Read  This  Before  You  Renew 
Amazon  Prime  Again 


#>0  Smartfeed  I  > 


[Pictures]  Pat  Sajak's  Daughter 
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Conway  man  faces  felony  DUI  charge  following  crash  along  Highway 
544 
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•  Plastic  Surgeon  Reveals  All:  “Doing  This  Every  Morning 
Can  Snap  Back  Sagging  Skin  (No  Creams  Needed)” 

•  If  You  Have  Gum  Disease  Or  Tooth  Decay,  Do  This 
Immediately  (Genius!) 


Myrtle  Beach  neighborhood  lights  up  blue  to  support  law 

enforcement,  honor  fallen  officer 
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•  Myrtle  Beach  business  owner  confronts  McMaster  on 
when  'Last  Call’  order  will  be  lifted 

•  Gulf  Coast  braces,  again,  for  hurricane  as  Zeta  takes 
aim 

•  Baby  panda  at  National  Zoo  stretches  and  yawns 

•  Federal  judge  rules  ballots  with  signature  issues  must 
not  be  rejected  in  SC 

•  Woman  charged  after  5-year-old  girl  tests  positive  for 
heroin,  police  say 
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Video  journalist 


Patrick  Lloyd  is  a  Reporter/Multimedia  Journalist  at  WMBF  News.  He  started  in  May  2017. 
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Georgetown  County  has  provided  details  on  how  many  people  have  already  voted  in  the  general  election,  with  a  week  left  to  go. 

ByWMBF  News  Staff 


Judge  restricts  activities  at  Robeson  County  home  after  ‘years  of  ongoing  criminal  activity’ 

Residents  and  authorities  hope  a  judge’s  actions  will  help  bring  peace  to  a  community  in  Maxton. 
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0  Poll  workers  will  not  enforce  local  mask  mandates  as  voters  cast 
ballots 
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Beach  area 
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Troopers  release  details  on  deadly  head-on  crash  at  U.S.  501,  S.C.  544 
overpass 
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®  Horry  County  Democratic  Party  concerned  upcoming  gun  show  could 
be  COVID-19  ‘superspreader  event’ 
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